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From the Rector’s Desk 

Happy Birthday!   At Easter, we celebrate Christ’s resurrection and victory over 

death.  Every year, when we celebrate Pentecost, we celebrate the gift of the 

Holy Spirit, and are actually celebrating the birthday of the Christian Church. 

The Acts of the Apostles records the activity of the early Church, and pays 

particular attention to how people responded to God’s Spirit. 

 

As I write this letter, we are experiencing the first really warm weather of the 

spring.  It may only be my perception, but this winter seemed particularly dark 

and dreary.   It’s a pleasure to not only see the sun but also to see nature 

responding to the warmer temperatures with renewed growth.  I was recently 

chatting with a friend who is an avid gardener.  As we chatted, I was surprised 

at the amount of fresh garlic he already had in his garden.  I learned that his 

crop was already so abundant because garlic is best planted in the autumn … 

before the snowfall.  During the winter, it doesn’t really seem like anything is 

happening, but by early spring, my friend’s garden was showing decent growth.  

I was struck by the symbolism!   

 

I began at St James on New Year’s Day.   Since then, we’ve had Vestry, Holy 

Week and Easter, and even celebrated a wedding.   We’ve had our first visit 

from our newly consecrated area bishop, the Rt. Rev. Jenny Andison.  By all 

reports, our ladies group had a great day preparing for Palm Sunday, and our 

Men’s Group is preparing to host a dinner for the women of St James.   I realise 

that, for the average reader, those may all seem pretty par for the course.   In 

addition to these very public things, there have also been a number of things 

going on in the background but, like my friend’s garlic, they may have gone 

unnoticed. 

 

With the help of our Wardens, and Deputy Wardens, we’ve addressed some 

significant compliance issues.   We’ve met the requirements to rent out our 

rectory, and found a lovely family to live in it.   At our most recent Advisory 

Board meeting, we examined a very helpful presentation on what it means for a 

parish to be sustainable and/or strategic, and we hope to present this information 

to the parish by the end of May.   All of these things have helped lay the 

groundwork for our plans for the future. 

 

As a boy, I used to enjoy camping trips with my father. I learned the value of 

using a topographical map in planning those trips.   These maps did more than 

simply help find a particular spot, or campsite.  Once you learned to read them, 

you could anticipate the “lay of the land”, and better plan your trip.   To extend 
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A SPECIAL 
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From all the 
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help us celebrate 
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Easter, to the 
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after winter, and 

preparing for 

summer -

Springtime is one 

of the busiest 

times in the life of 

a parish.   We 

couldn’t do this 

without all our 

many volunteers! 

Please accept my 

thanks and 

celebrations of 

your hard work 

and commitment 

to our parish. 

Best, 

Greg+ 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

the metaphor, we’ve spent the last few months coming to a better understanding 

of the “lay of the land”.  

 

Going forward, together, will include the important work of learning to 

articulate a well-defined sense of mission for our parish, as well as doing some 

financial planning for 2018.   

While these may seem like baby 

steps forward, to some, I would 

encourage that they are 

important to developing a firm 

foundation on which we can 

continue to build. 

 

I look forward to continuing 

these conversations with you, so 

that we might actively engage 

our community and our world 

faithfully. 

 

In Peace, 
Rev. Greg Fiennes-Clinton 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wardens’ Report  
 
We were lucky to find tenants for the Rectory pretty quickly using a local 

realtor, and Scott Hayward and his partner Denise moved in on 29 April. They 

have two daughters, 18 and 15 years of age, the youngest being at Mayfield and 

the eldest attending a community college during the week. We look forward to 

beneficial relationship. 

 

You will have noticed that a number of tiles were blown off the Parish Hall roof 

this winter Juergen spent a very rainy afternoon dealing with three roof 

contractors obtaining quotes for the repair of the roof. The consensus was that 

the Hall roof and the north side of the kitchen roof definitely needed replacing, 

and that the rest of the roof would probably need doing in approximately two to 

three years. We will be contracting with one of these companies early this 

summer, at a cost of approximately $10,000. Donations towards the cost of the 

roofing will be gratefully received – please make donations out to the Capital 

Improvement Fund. These donations would then not count towards our 

Allotment calculation for next year! 

 

One of our Parishioners has kindly come forward and wishes to pay for the 

parking lot to be paved. We have accepted a quote from Fermar for the work, 

which will include repaving of the driveway as well as grading and paving all 

the rest of the parking areas. We are in the process of working with Fermat 

employees to fix a time for the work to be carried out, and believe we should 

see it completed in late June or early in July this year. 
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Our relationship with our bookkeeping company BDO is proceeding well. 

However, we would still like to see if somebody will volunteer to be the contact 

point with BDO. This entails scanning all invoices and deposits, defining which 

bank account and account code number they should be addressed to, scanning 

the documents and sending them on to BDO. It will be good to have more than 

one person able to do this work to cover any issues of vacation etc.  The task 

does not require any accounting experience, just a logical mind! The Wardens 

will still be responsible for all accounting issues! 

 

Father Greg will probably be on vacation for the last two weeks in August, so 

unlike last year we will be retaining a supply Priest for those weeks. 

 

We hope you all enjoy a wonderful – and hopefully - a warm summer! 

 

Your Wardens 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

COMING SOON!  
By Joanne Redhead 

St. James celebrates CANADA 150 this summer by hosting 

an Artisans’ Bazaar and Community Fest.  
 

We plan to have many artisans who will rent tables from the 

church to sell various interesting items.  You too can host a table, rent-free, if 

you are willing to give your sales proceeds to the church (bake sale, knitting 

table, crafts, special items, books, etc.). All items must be priced by you and 

unsold items must be taken home afterwards. We may also be able to direct 

people to our St. James Boutique in the church. This will not include rummage 

sale type items. 

 

We will also have a festive feel to the day with a clown, lively Canadian music, 

hotdog and popcorn sales, children's art display of "Caledon East Then - Now - 

and Future" - as well as tours of the historic church that we all love!   

 

Stay tuned for the announcement of the date for this exciting event, which will 

take place sometime in the summer after the driveway has been paved! 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

News & Views is a newsletter for the people of St. James Church.  

It is published four times per year – Lent, Pentecost, Fall and Advent. 

For submissions in the newsletter: 

Any member of the Parish of St. James Church may submit an article for the 

newsletter.   

To do so, email newsletter@stjamescaledoneast.ca 

or leave your articles in writing or on a CD in the newsletter box  

at the church office. Articles are considered, based on space  

availability and relevance. 

Thank you for your submission. 

Donna Davies, Editor 

Next Newsletter: Fall 2017 

Deadline: September 17, 2017 

Publication: October 1, 2017 
 

http://www.bevshipley.ca/canada-150/
mailto:newsletter@stjamescaledoneast.ca
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwij6YOBjPrTAhWLzRoKHXvYBpkQjRwIBw&url=https://livingtheword.org.nz/tag/holy-spirit/&psig=AFQjCNGqdXX6P5AKjbU6MyluLmxBADuLyw&ust=1495219071767318
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MUSIC LESSONS 

By Donna Davies 

 

The Free Music Lesson Program developed by Joanne 

Redhead at St. James has been offered to students, 

ages seven and up, with instruction in piano, clarinet, 

flute, trumpet, drums, recorder or autoharp.  After a 

successful Fall beginning, this program was offered 

again, starting on April 20 for seven weeks.  Eight 

students registered for the Spring music lessons 

ranging in age from 7 – 13.  One student who had 

taken the Fall program joined again along with seven 

new children. 

 

As an added plus one of the parents purchased our old drum set for $50. 

donation to St. James  

 

The Youth Service will take place on June 4 at the 11 a.m. Sabbath Rest 

Service. 

 

Congratulations and thanks to Joanne and all of her helpers for this successful 

program – a wonderful way to show St. James’ presence in our community. 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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Tower cumulus 
building into a 
thunder storm  
 
 
 

 

QUESTIONS FROM THE CURIOUS 

(and Answers) 

Question: What is the Anglican Church stance on divorced 

people?  How does it interpret the quotes in the Bible?   In 

the past the Anglican Church would not marry a divorced 

person, but that is not the case now.   What happened to bring this change about?  

What is required of a divorced person to be married in the Anglican Church now?   

Are there still people who interpret the Bible verses literally?  
 

Answer  By Fr. Greg: 

¶ I enter into this subject very carefully, because at the core, we’re not talking about 

an issue, we’re talking about people who have experienced painful relationships. 

¶ First, I would like to look at what the Gospels say. 

¶ At one point,  Jesus tells his disciples  

o óIt was also said, ñWhoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate 
of divorce.ò But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on 

the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever 

marries a divorced woman commits adultery.ô 

o Elsewhere in the Gospels, Jesus responded to a direct question about 

whether divorce was legal. 

o He responded that while the Law of Moses legally permitted divorce, 

divorce was not the ideal. 

 

¶ I would like to stop here, because I don’t think we really need to dig much deeper. 

o I think most of us, independent of our marital status, would agree with 

Jesus’ statement that divorce is not the ideal, or goal. Like Moses, our 

Canadian law permits divorce but it is not the ideal. 

o There are many reasons that a marriage may end up in divorce, but without 

fail, the people who are most directly involved are hurting. 

o As church, this gives us an opportunity … not to criticize the failure of a 

relationship, but to help those in our midst who are in need of 

compassionate care. 

o But that’s not the end of the story.   In fact, it’s not even really the end of 

the question. 

 

¶ The next question is one that intrigues me more … how do we, as the church, 

respond when life doesn’t go according to plan? 

¶ When relationships fail how do we, as people of faith, support those who are 

hurting? 

¶ As Christians, we are called to be people of grace. 

¶ Jesus’ teaching from the Sermon on the Mount is not about our ability to maintain 

a higher legal standard – let’s face it –none of us are perfect. 

¶ Nor is it about keeping track of others, and calling them out when we feel they 

need to confess an offence. 

¶ If perfection is our goal, we all fall short, no matter our legal marital status. 

¶ At its core, we are called to see each other as created in the image of God, and to 

treat others as someone loved by God. 
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Putting aside the 

technical aspects, 

we must continue 

focusing on how 

to be 

compassionate to 

people who are 

hurting. 

Like the Good 

Samaritan, we are 

called to be 

people who help 

treat the wounds 

of our hurting 

neighbours. 

Scripture 

encourages us 

toward healthy 

and whole 

relationships, but 

acknowledges the 

reality that we are 

less than perfect. 

When 

relationships do 

fail, we are 

encouraged to 

love and support 

our friends and 

neighbours back 

to health and 

wholeness.” 
Fr.Greg Fiennes-Clinton 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

¶ My hope is that we would learn to live graciously with those in our community 

who need our love and compassion most desperately independent of their marital 

status or ours. 

¶ So that’s how I respond to the Gospel texts about divorce. 
 

Interpretation of Scripture:  

¶ The Anglican Church is a diverse group, with a varied understanding of Scripture. 

¶ Like any other subject, I am sure that there are those who take this text literally, 

while others may not. 

¶ It’s also very important to consider the whole canon of scripture, and not to simply 

take a few excerpts to prove one’s point on a subject. 

¶ For example, John’s Gospel tells the story of the religious leaders who had found a 

woman “in the very act of committing adultery” 

¶ The religious elite wanted the woman put to death. 

¶ He forgave the woman, and told the religious elite that sinless among them might 

cast the first stone. 

¶ We must take Jesus’ forgiveness of this woman in John’s gospel just as seriously 

as we take his view of divorce. 

 

 The official policy of the Anglican Church of Canada, and its brief history: 

¶ ñThe Anglican Church of Canada recognizes civil divorce and allows the 
remarriage of divorced persons. The legislation permitting the divorce and 

remarriage of individuals within the Anglican Church of Canada (including 

admission to Holy Eucharist) was first passed at General Synod in 1965 and then 

again in 1967. The legislation had to be passed at two consecutive General Synods 

as it involved changes to canons.ò 

¶ Every year, when you elect a Lay Delegate to Synod, there is a chance that 

person could become a Lay Member of General Synod, and be involved in 

these kinds of decisions.                                                      

¶ In a very real sense, the change in Anglican practice reflects a decision made by 

both clergy and lay members of synod … we chose to make this change together. 
 

Practical Application:  

¶ When I am approached to do a wedding, I schedule 3 or 4 counseling sessions with 

the couple, prior to the wedding.  

o One of the things that come up, in those conversations, is marital history. 

o If one, or both, of the people have been divorced I encourage open 

conversation about what contributed to that divorce, what has been learned 

since, and how that history informs current relationships. 

o As a priest, I also have the liberty to refuse to perform any wedding. 

o If I feel the engaged couple are unable, or unwilling, to participate in 

candid conversation about a divorce experience … or any other significant 

part of their personally history, I would recommend professional 

counseling for the couple before proceeding with the wedding. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

MILESTONES  

      Marriage:   Nicole Patel  

                        and  

                   Stephen Krull 
 

http://www.anglican.ca/ask/faq/divorce/
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CALENDAR 
 

Sunday, June 4 - 10 a.m. - Breakfast  

11 a.m. -Sabbath Rest Service – Youth Band will play   

 
Sunday, June 11– 9 and 11 a.m. – BAS Eucharist 

 
Sunday, June 18 – 9 and 11 a.m. – Contemporary Morning 

Prayer– Fathers’ Day 
 

Sunday, June 25 – 9 and 11 a.m. – Outdoor Service – BAS 
Eucharist and Pot Luck BBQ  

 
Sunday, July 2 – 10 a.m. Services Begin – BAS Eucharist 

 
Sunday, July 9 – 10 a.m. – BAS Eucharist 

 
Sunday, July 16 – 10 a.m. – BAS Morning Prayer 

 

Sunday, July 23 – 10 a.m. – BAS Eucharist 
 

Sunday, July 30 – 10 a.m. – Rite 2 BAS Eucharist 
 

Sunday, August 6 – 10 a.m. – BAS Eucharist 
 

Sunday, August 13 – 10 a.m. – BAS Eucharist 
 

Sunday, August 20 – 10 a.m. – BAS Morning Prayer  
Speaker – Howard Jones 

 
Sunday, August 27 – 10 a.m. – BAS Eucharist  

 Rev. Bill Craven 
 

Sunday, September 3 – 10 a.m. – BAS Eucharist 

 
Sunday, September 10 – 11 a.m. – Sabbath Rest Service 

– Welcome Back BBQ 
 

Have a safe and happy summer! 

 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjkoq6CkPrTAhVKIcAKHWsqB3wQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/137008013644538939/&psig=AFQjCNFzI3D3ZhhVUo5Anj71IGWp_Ypx-g&ust=1495220312123726
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ñPentecost is an 
invitation to 
dream. For when 
a community of 
faith quits 
dreaming 
dreams, it has 
little to offer 
either its 
members or the 
wider world. 
These dreams 
involve adopting 
a new 
perspective on 
whatôs possible, 
rousing our 
creativity to free 
us from 
conventional 
expectations. 
They help us see 
that maybe what 
we thought was 
outlandish 
actually lies 
within reach. ñï
Matthew L. Skinner  

 

        
           
        Please Join us for Our  
             Summer Services 

 

 
 

     ST. JAMES CHURCH 

   6025 Old Church Road 
   Caledon East L7C 1H8 
 

     Rev. Greg Fiennes-Clinton 
            Tel: 905 584-9635 

Email:stjamesoffice6025@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

    

         Joined by faith, recalling the past, 

                    embracing the future    
 

 

 

 

 


